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Chair’s Corner

by Dr. Mert Thompson
The theme of this edition of the IM
Newsletter is “Learning On the
Go”. It seems like much of life, not
just learning, is “on the go” these
days. As I reflect back a bit, I can
remember my mother talking about
being “on the go” and she meant that
the person being referred to needed
to be constantly going some place
different. Today being “on the go”
does not necessarily mean you have
to change physical locations, as a
society we seem to be “on the go”
more and more in a virtual manner.
Couple that with the idea that
learning occurs in an environment of
seemingly continuous movement or
change. I want to highlight four ways
that the department has been able to
accomplish “learning on the go” over
the past several months.
First, there is a new opportunity
for learning on the go for those
interested in initial licensure as a
library media specialist. If you have
read this newsletter in the past or
talked with any of our faculty and

students you are likely familiar with
the idea that all of our graduate
courses are available through
distance technology. However, this
was not a sufficient solution for
those seeking initial licensure as
library media specialists, since few
to none of the Standards of Effective
Practice (SEP) courses that initial
licensure students must take in
addition to the IM classes, were
available other than “face to face” on
campus. These courses include such
areas as introduction to education,
human growth and development,
human relations, and special needs
students. The IM department has
now finalized an arrangement with
Bemidji State University whereby
students can complete all of
the SEP courses online through
Bemidji to complement the SCSU
IM library media courses taken
through distance technology. We are
very excited about this agreement
between the two MnSCU institutions
that will create a new opportunity
for students in the state. Students
without a teaching license can now

Walkway on the campus of Gyeongin National
University of Education, Incheon, South Korea
become licensed library media specialists
in Minnesota by learning on the go
without having to physically “go” to either
campus. If you know of anyone who may
be interested in this program, have them
contact me.
Secondly, we have dramatically updated
our IM department Facebook page. As
a result you can learn on the go about
events within the department. You
can access the page by clicking on the
Facebook link at the bottom of the IM
webpage (http://www.stcloudstate.edu/
im). We would also appreciate having
you “like” our page.
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Third, participants in the Children’s
Literature Workshop to be held June
16-17 will have an opportunity to learn on
the go with an author. We will magically
(or via Skype) transport participants to
northern England where they will virtually
listen to and talk with David Almond, the
author of Skellig, My Name is Mina, and
many other books for children and young
adults More information about the 35th
Annual Children’s Literature Workshop is
found later in this newsletter.

Finally, on a more personal note I had
the opportunity to learn on the go during
the spring and summer of this past year.
In my case, the “go” was actual, not
virtual. In April I had the opportunity to
visit South Korea for five days (including
travel time). It might be referred to as
a quick trip! While there I talked with a
group of Korean teachers enrolled in a
graduate program at SCSU. Many of
those students have now come to St.
Cloud to continue their program. I also
had the opportunity to tour a couple of
Korean universities and to visit Soule.
This was a very short but intensive
learning experience.
In May, Marcia and I spent six nights in
Ireland to celebrate 80 years of marriage
(40 for her and 40 for me!) The six nights
were spent in four different castles in the
central part of Ireland. I learned enough
in that short time to identify several other
places in Ireland I want to visit in the
hopefully very near future.
In June and early July, I spent 12 days in
Ghana as part of a grant focused on the
development of tourism in that country.
We visited with faculty from several
different universities looking to develop
a partnership between SCSU and a
Ghanaian University. We also had the
opportunity to explore a rain forest and
go on a safari in a national park. I can
safely say that Ghana is like no place I
have ever visited before. I have found it
very difficult to describe the experience
in words, and even the pictures do not
satisfactorily convey the experience.
These three travel experiences were
quite tightly condensed. As a small
town farm boy from northern Maine, I
never expected to be able to visit three
continents in three months, but you
never know when an another opportunity
to “learn on the go” will present itself.

Staff Activity Update for 2014
Yun Jeong Park, PhD
•

Promoted to Associate Professor in
July, 2013.

•

Awarded a 2013/2014 CETL Teaching and Learning Grant. The fund
has been used in Articulate e-learning design software purchase for
graduate course teaching.

•

As a part of an exchange program
between SCSU and Gyeongin
National University of Education
(GINUE) in Korea, Dr. Park taught
IM504, instructional design I, to a
group of Korean graduate students
during the 2013 Spring semester.
She paid a visit to Gyeongin University in the summer for the course
wrap-up.

•

Yun Jeong Park, PhD

Her research study on educational
use of social media was invited for
a presentation in the 2013 SCSU
faculty professional development
workshops and in the 2012 TIES
conference.

Jeanne Anderson, EdD, CPT

Jeanne Anderson, EdD, CPT

•

Spent fall semester teaching in
Alnwick with the SCSU Alnwick
study abroad program.

•

Presented along with Susan
Sutton of Roane State Community
College on research conducted
this spring. The presentation was
entitled “Student Engagement
in a Dual-Mode Teaching
Environment: A Pilot Study” and
took place at the SITE (Society for
Information Technology & Teacher
Education) Conference March 20
in Jacksonville, FL. Dr. Anderson
also presented at SITE last spring
(See article on p. 6).
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The 35th
Annual

Children’s
Literature
Workshop
June 16 & 17
For more
information about
the CLW contact
Marcia Thompson
at mthompson@
stcloudstate.edu
To register, go to
http://scsutraining.
com/clw

See you there!

Children’s Literature
Workshop

Extended Shelf Life” blog at http://
www.extendedlibraryjewelshelflife.
blogspot.com/

by Marcia Thompson

The Children’s Literature Workshop
(CLW) is celebrating its 35th birthday
on June 16 and 17, 2014 and I want
you to be there to enjoy the party!
Headlining the event will be author/
illustrator Peter Brown, who won a
Caldecott Honor award in 2013 for
his illustrations in Creepy Carrots!
(Aaron Reynolds). Peter also writes
and illustrates his own award winning
books, including Mr. Tiger Goes Wild
(2013) and The Curious Garden
(2009). He has a new book being
released July 1 called My Teacher
Is a Monster (No, I Am Not). Learn
more about Peter at
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/
British children’s and young adult
author David Almond will be making
the first ever CLW virtual author visit.
David has written many young adult
novels, including Skellig (1999),
which was awarded a Printz Honor
and Kit’s Wilderness (2000), which
was the Printz winner. David has
also written picture and middle
grade books. He was awarded the

David Almond

Peter Brown
prestigious Hans Christian Anderson
Award in 2010 in international
recognition of his writing. David’s
website can be found at http://
www.davidalmond.com/
Minnesota author David LaRochelle,
who won the Minnesota Children’s
Book Award this year for Moo! and
also in 2013 for It’s a Tiger!, will
speak about his work. A former
teacher, since 1988, David has
written more than 25 books, ranging
from picture books to young adult. I
am happy to say that David will be
not only speaking to us, but he will
be attending the entire conference,
so you will have a chance to get to
know him personally. More about
David can be found at
http://www.davidlarochelle.com/
Our fabulous book talker from the
past two years, Julie Reimer, will
be returning for a third appearance.
Julie is a media specialist and
reading specialist in the Mound’s
View school district, and the
most well read person I know in
the field of children’s literature.
Julie maintains a blog where
she posts frequently about what
she is reading. Check out “The

Four concurrent workshop sessions
will make it hard to choose which
sessions you want to attend. Minnesota
author Mary Losure, whose book Wild
Boy: The Real Life of the Savage of
Aveyron received a 2014 Minnesota
Young People’s Literature Book Award
nomination, will be talking about the
world of literary nonfiction. Mary’s
website can be found at http://www.
marylosure.com/ Virtual author visits
will be the subject of Donna Ohlgren’s
session. Donna is a media specialist
in the Osseo school district. Ilene
Christian, St. Cloud State University
literacy professor, will conduct a session
on multicultural children’s literature. For
those of you who may be interested
in literature for older students, Maria
Burnham, media specialist at Sauk
Rapids Rice High School, will present a
session on adult book titles that are well
suited to young adults.
During the course of the conference, the
first ever Gertie Geck “Joy of Reading”
scholarship award winner will be

Changes at Alnwick
There are exciting
changes afoot in the
SCSU portion of the
Alnwick castle. Student
rooms, classrooms
and technology are all
being updated. While I
was teaching there last fall, we saw
electricians hard at work rewiring
the dining room, the computer
labs and more. Our SCSU Chief
Information Officer Henry May and
Information Technology Services’

The Gertie
Geck “Joy
of Reading”
Award
David LaRochelle
introduced. See the sidebar at the left
to find out more about the award and
to find a link to the application form l
Nominate yourself or a colleague. You
could win free conference registration!
Wrapping up the conference will
be a special performance by Irish
storyteller and musician Máirtín de
Cógáin from Rochester. Máirtín’s
website is at www.mairtinmusic.
com/ If the clips I have seen of
Máirtín performing are any indicator,
we are in for a real treat. Oh, and did
I mention that there will also be cake
to enjoy along with the music and
storytelling?!!

by Jeanne Anderson
Phil Thorson visited,
examined the current
technology, and
interviewed students,
faculty, and staff about
technology needs.
Designers submitted
designs for the interior spaces, and
an attractive design for each space
was selected by the administration.
The work is going on right now,
and should be complete for the
summer program!

The first ever
recipient of this
award will be
recognized at
the Children’s
Literature
Workshop. The
winner will receive
free registration,
as well as $100 to
be spent on books
at the workshop
bookstore.
You can apply
for yourself or
nominate others.
Application Link
Applications and
nominations are
due May 30, 2014.
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Student Engagement in a Dual-Mode
Teaching Environment

concepts during student-to-student interaction
and faculty-to-student interaction made many
feel like they were a part of the community
of learners that increased their participation.
Many participates stated they liked it when
the faculty member engaged them in the
conversation, asked them direct questions,
and pushed them to engage.

by Jeanne Anderson

Along with Susan Sutton and Teri
Gergen of Roane State Community
College in Tennessee, I recently
completed a pilot of a study examining
perceptions of students enrolled in our
“dual-mode” courses to determine the
challenges they face when learning
in the dual-mode environment.
We looked at factors including the
instructor’s facilitation, course design
and technology. In the process of data
interpretation three major themes in the
area of facilitation became evident:
(a) Validation; (b) Distance; and
(c) Interaction. Thanks to all of you
who participated! Here is what we
found.
Participants in this study overall found
synchronous learning more engaging
than asynchronous instruction.
Many students perceived a sense
of belonging when they felt their
contributions were validated. Over and
over, they remarked that having their

voices heard, their contributions in the
chat box acknowledged, and faculty
responding with feedback made them
feel like part of the class.
Another key theme that emerged from
this study was perceived “distance/
isolation.” Repeatedly, participants
that were in the classroom with the
teacher commented that they felt a
sense of isolation when they could not
see the long distance students, when
they had to repeat what they said, and
when they could not communicate
face-to-face with the distance cohort
group. Similarly, the distance students
stated they felt isolated when their
responses were not acknowledged,
their posts in the chat window were not
acknowledged, and when the faculty
and students in the classroom did
not engage them in the conversation.
Many participants in this study
expressed the belief that they did
not feel so isolated if they could see

Jeanne Anderson, EdD, CPT
whoever was speaking, their contributions
were validated, and some activities were
carried out that required the two groups to
work collaboratively. Finally, some distance
participants commented that not being able
to talk face-to-face with the other students
influenced their level of participation in the
class.
Many researchers recommend high levels
of student-to-instructor and student-tostudent interactivity, active learning and/or
collaboration as ways to increase student
motivation and learning. In order for learners
to construct knowledge, interaction with
peers, faculty, and instructional materials is
necessary. Although the participants liked
the fact that Adobe Connect allowed them to
have interaction with the distance group, they
expressed concern that they did not feel that
sense of belonging when the two groups did
not interact.
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Many students commented that they felt that
sense of connection when the faculty member
put them in breakout rooms to have a
discussion. This allowed them to interact with
the distance group and chat about specific
topics. Being able to express their opinion,
share their ideas, and discuss specific

The two factors that were identified in
course design were use of interactional and
collaborative strategies in the course, and
organization of course materials in D2L. This
second factor is consistent with the greater
need for structure for novices.
Lastly, in the area of technology, two problems
emerged: one was difficulty with microphone
use and with being “kicked out” of Adobe
Connect. The former might be addressed
by staff working with students to get the
technology working, while the latter may
need to be addressed by ensuring that all
participants have fast Internet connections
and other technical fixes.

Implications
The findings of this study suggest that
validation is an important practice for faculty
to carryout. The participants in this study
felt when their contributions to the course
were validated it increased not only their
sense of belonging but their willingness to
engage in the course. A related implication
focuses on faculty members being visible
and making sure all speakers can be seen so
their facial expressions and body language
can assist in not only the understanding
of the content but the validation that one’s
voice has been heard. In addition, interactive
and collaborative strategies should be used
whenever possible. Course materials should
be well organized, and times should be
planned for making sure learners have good
connections, microphones and webcams.
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Visit to the Holocaust Memorial Museum
Washington, D.C.
by Dr. Mert Thompson
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In March I had the opportunity to spend a
how to communicate information to the
day at the United States Holocaust Memorial
general public; but it does more than show
Museum in Washington, DC. The trip was
how to communicate information. It helps
sponsored in part by the Jewish Community
provide you with a deep understanding and
Relations Council and Tolerance Minnesota
appreciation for a period of human history.
along with the SCSU Center for Holocaust
While the museum may not be viewed as
Studies. We
a vacation
boarded a bus
destination,
on campus at
I strongly
2:30 a.m. and
suggest that
drove to the
when you
MSP airport
find yourself
for a 6:15 a.m.
in DC, set
flight to DC.
aside some
We arrived at
time to “learn
the museum
on the go” at
a little after
the Holocaust
10:00 a.m.,
Museum. You
and for the
will come
next six hours
away better
I found myself
informed about
completely
our world.
immersed
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
in events of
We returned
Image from Jose Antonio Chavarria at
World War II
to the airport
http://washingtontripb.wikispaces.com/Holocaust+Museum
that led to the
around 6:30
Holocaust. The museum does an excellent
p.m. for a 9:00 p.m. flight back to MSP.
job of telling the story of Hitler’s rise to power Unfortunately we had a two hour delay so did
and the systematic way in which Jews were
not arrive until about 12:30, meaning I did
stripped of their rights and de-humanized.
not return to St. Cloud until around 2:00 a.m.,
making the trip just a bit under 24 hours, but
While wandering the floors of the museum
well worth it. I was even able to purchase a
I discovered a vast amount of information
Holocaust memorial necktie designed by a
that I had not gained from my high school
survivor. I will wear the tie each year on the
or college U.S. history classes. If nothing
International Holocaust Remembrance Day,
else, the museum is a prime example of
which this year is Monday, April 28.

Staff and Alumnus
Involved in
Translated Book
George (Limin) Gu, an Instructional
Design and Training alumnus,
recently stopped by for a visit. He
let us know that the three-volume
Handbook of Improving Performance
in the Workplace, (including Jeanne
Anderson’s chapter on “Collecting
Analysis Data”) has been translated
into Mandarin Chinese by George and
others. It is slated to be published in
China this summer.
The image at left is the original:
Silber K. H. & Foshay, R. (Eds.).
(2010). Handbook of training and
improving workplace performance
(Vol. I). San Francisco: John Wiley
& Sons.

The votes are in!

The MEMO members have voted to change the
organization’s name to ITEM -- Information and Technology Educators of
Minnesota. The Board is working on the transition plan, with the tentative goal
being to have everything changed by the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2014.
They will keep everyone updated via MEMOlist and their Ning.
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It’s Destiny
for the
CTC!
The Vera
W. Russell
Curriculum and
Technology
Center (CTC)
has introduced
Destiny Library
Manager,
a library
management
system
frequently used
by K-12 libraries
across the
country. It is a
product of the
Follett Software
Company,
and will make
maintenance
and checkout
procedures
much simpler
for staff as well
as patrons of
the CTC. A big
thanks goes
out to Angela
Johnson, former
CTC graduate
assistant, for
writing the grant
proposal to
Follett. It never
hurts to ask!
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New Information Media Graduate Assistant
Aminata Diakite

My name is Aminata Diakite and I am
originally from Mali, Western Africa. I
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
Communication Studies and a minor
in Entrepreneurship here at SCSU. I
am happily working on my graduate
program in Information Media.
Currently I am working on campus
as a Night Security coordinator and I
am also the new part time graduate
assistant for the Information Media
department. I am very interested in
the career opportunities available
in the information media field. I am

CTC

majoring in technology integration
and I chose that track because
there is a growing need in Mali for
technology experts. I came to SCSU
because my brother was attending
St John’s University at the time and
my parents wanted us to be close to
each other. Also, I researched SCSU
and it was a good accredited school
with affordable tuition fees. I love
listening to all
A favorite quote: kinds of music
“The universe
especially
African and
is Change. Our
French music
life is what our
as my first
thoughts make
language is
it.” (Marcus A.
French, going
to the movies,
Antoninus)
travelling,
dancing, reading, and hanging out
with friends. I am very interested in
humanitarian activities especially the
ones involving children. I hope to one
day open an orphanage back in my
country to rescue the unwanted and
abandoned children.

Congratulations to Recent Graduates
Our sincere congratulations to Paul S. Olsen for obtaining his Master
of Science in Library Media.
Congratualations as well to Jeanne M. Lundholm for obtaining her
Instructional Technology Certificate.
Good luck in your future careers!

New CTC
Student Worker
Tamara Todorovich
human development and behavior.
Once I have that foundation, I
might branch out into Counseling,
Education, or Nursing.
My name is Tamara Todorovich. I was
born in Serbia, raised in Germany,
and I’ve been living in Los Angeles,
California for about sixteen years.
I just recently moved to St Cloud,
Minnesota. My parents and brother
are still in California, and the rest
of my family is spread throughout
Europe. I transferred to St. Cloud
State University this semester from a
community college in California. My
major is Psychology with a minor in
Community Psychology, and I plan
on graduating in Spring 2015. I am
passionate about serving and helping
people. I chose psychology because
it is the best way to understand

I have been a traveler since birth.
I’ve been all around Europe as a
child, and I go back whenever I can
now to visit family and explore new
countries. I’ve done mission trips
in India and Japan. Outside of that,
I’ve been to Malaysia, Taiwan, and
Mexico. I’ve also done two cross
country road trips in the US, but I am
definitely not done traveling! While I
do enjoy traveling just for fun, I plan
to work and serve on an international
level as well. Outside of work, I enjoy
reading, knitting, watching movies,
sitting in the sun, eating, and trying
new things.

Favorite
Quotes
“It is what you
read when you
don’t have to that
determines what
you will be when
you can’t help it.”
Oscar Wilde

“‘One must
always be careful
of books . . . and
what is inside
them, for words
have the power
to change us.’”
Cassandra Clare
in Clockwork
Angel

“A room without
books is like a
body without a
soul.”
Cicero
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Graduate Profile
Linda Hoiseth
I grew up on a farm outside of Pipestone,
Minnesota, and went to SCSU as an
undergraduate. That’s where I met my
husband, Robb. We have two teenage
children. Upon graduation from SCSU, we
moved to Japan to teach in the JET (Japan
Exchange and Teaching) Program, and
ever since then, we have been traveling the
world and teaching. Currently, we are based
in Doha, Qatar. During the summer, we
spend our vacation on Rice Lake outside of
Paynesville, Minnesota.
I earned my bachelor degree in English
and my master’s degree in curriculum and
instruction from St. Cloud State University.
During the early years of my career, I
worked as a middle school language arts
teacher, who also taught some drama, math,
and computer. At the time when I decided
to transition from the classroom to the
library, there were not many online library
certification programs, so I was limited to
taking courses during my summer vacations
here in Minnesota. At some point, some
SCSU professors wanted to experiment
with distance/online learning, so I was
allowed to take some courses during the
school year in Poland (where I was living
at the time). I even took the cataloging
course by videotapes sent through the mail.
I completed the school library licensure
program in 2008. I am currently the middle
school librarian at the American School of
Doha; next year, I will be the high school
librarian.
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My education at SCSU has a direct
correlation to my career – from the
classroom to the library. I would not have
been able to make the transition from

Teaching at
International
Schools

the classroom to the library without my
information media certificate. In the field
of information media, I am interested
in information literacy and young adult
literature. I have presented workshops on
various aspects of literacy and information
literacy at the International Association of
School Librarianship (IASL) conference, the
European Council of International Schools
(ECIS) library conference, Association
of American Schools in South America
(AASSA) conference, and various teacher
workshops in Doha. I am also passionate
about connecting students with the perfect
read, and helping them access and use
information in a meaningful manner.
Throughout the years, I have worked with
some amazing librarians and teachers
whose collaboration has impacted my
career. If I had the time, I could have named
them, but they are too many to be listed
here.
I love to travel, cook, and quilt. My kids are
very involved in school, so I spend a lot of
time at basketball games, choir concerts,
etc. At last count, I have travelled to 55
countries. I never imagined this would be
my life, but I love it! Some places that are

The International
Educator (TIE)
is a non-profit
organization
committed to
matching the best
educators with the
best international
schools around
the world. For
more than 25
years, TIE has
been the most
comprehensive
service for
securing a job
overseas. TIE is
the marketplace
for international
education by
providing the
venue where
schools can
find exceptional
candidates, and
teachers can
find exceptional
jobs. Let TIE be
your path to an
international
school career!

still on my short list of places that I
would like to visit are Iceland, Brazil,
New Zealand, and Cambodia.
I have never been to Mexico or
Canada, which I think is pretty
funny.
My favorite author is Laurie Halse
Anderson – I love her books, and
she’s a joy to work with on school
visits. (We’ve worked together in
Poland, Peru, and Qatar). Twitter is
my personal learning network (PLN)
tool, because by following a few key
people in the field (such as Richard
Byrne, Joyce Valenza, Doug
Johnson, and sites like Mashable)
I am able to keep up to date on
new developments in the field of
information media. I use Libguides
as a curation tool for our library.
As an end note, I would like to
encourage people to explore the

Linda with visiting author and colleague

world of international and American
schools abroad. It has been quite a
unique experience, and is a great fit
for my career and family.

Border between the Republic of Georgia and Azerbaijan

https://www.tieonline.com/
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SCSU GRADUATE BUILDS A BRIDGE
Anna Teeple, a former SCSU graduate
student, is currently the media specialist at
North View Junior High in the Osseo Area
Schools of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. Prior
to this, Anna had been a special education
teacher, and had written her masters’
thesis on the over-representation of African
American males in special education.
She has always had in interest in racial
issues and education. Even while studying
to obtain her library media specialist
licensure, she recalls creating a list of
resources to find multi-cultural literature
for one of her courses. This proved helpful
when she obtained the library media
specialist position for Osseo Area Schools.
When North View Junior High became
a priority school, they began looking
closely at their instructional practices,
and discussing culturally relevant and
responsive texts, Anna realized just how
shallow the pool of resources was for their
black and brown students.
At this time, Anna came across a report
that was the result of a summit hosted
by the School of Information and Library

Science at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill and the School of Library
and Information Science at North Carolina
Central University. The report was entitled,
Building a Bridge to Literacy for AfricanAmerican Male Youth: A Call to Action
for the Library Community (written by
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, Kafi Kumasi,
Casey H. Rawson, and Amanda Hitson,
and was published and licensed under the
Creative Commons in September 2012).
Anna immediately thought, “This is it!
This is the guidance for which I’ve been
looking.” Reading the report of this summit
caused Anna to examine North View’s
book collection and assess how the books
with African American characters were
representing African Americans. Were they
stereotypical images? Were they culturally
relevant texts? How much of a variety of
books were there? Anna made a point
to try and find YA literature with African
Americans on the cover that weren’t a
stereotype. She also replaced books that
originally had white characters on the
front, but were updated with a different
cover that would catch any student’s eye,

Anna Teeple
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regardless of race. Anna also
paid close attention to the
idea of building relationships
in the media center.
Relationships with students
has always been important
to her, but Dr. HughesHassell’s summit pointed out
that African American boys in
particular don’t feel welcome
in media centers, i.e., by the
“shushing” librarian. Anna
made it a point to make
African American boys feel
welcome and help them find
North View Junior High Media Center
books that they wanted to
read – and didn’t automatically
Anna says, “It’s crazy busy! It was not like
assume they wanted a book on basketball.
that when I started. We also only checked
out 2,500 books when I came to North
At the same time that Anna was
View six years ago, and last year we
assessing her collection, she and two
checked out almost 19,000.” The school
other colleagues had secured a Lowe’s
has implemented a weekly departmental
Toolbox for Education Grant, monies from
rotation visit to the media center, so all kids
the assistant superintendent, as well as
have a chance to check out books every
building funds, to re-do the media center.
week. For example, one week all science
They reconfigured shelving, purchased
teachers are required to bring their kids
comfortable seating that made reading
to the media center for an opportunity to
comfortable, and allowed spaces to be
check out books. The next week it may
modified to fit the needs of the user. They
be the English classes, and so on. These
painted the walls, added a chalkboard
required media center visits have really
wall that
increased
students
the number
CHECK OUT THESE LINKS:
love to
of books
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/article/it-s-time-act
decorate,
checked
http://bridgetolit.web.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Building-A-Bridgeand have
out and
to-Literacy-for-African-American-Males.pdf
a specific
read. North
area for
View is also
book
implementing a 20-minute Reading Zone,
displays. It’s made a huge difference in
which is a designated reading time once
how welcomed the students feel in the
a week. If there are students who are
media center. In the morning their school
not engaged in a book, or are having
doors open at 7:10 and classes start at
difficulty finding a book to read, they meet
7:30. They have about 100 students (out
individually with Anna to pick one out. Anna
of 750) in the media center every morning.
states, “I can find any kiddo a book!”
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IM Graduate Launches a Memoir

Interim Office and Administrative Assistant

Jenny Hill

Charlotte Murphy
She is currently pursuing a Doctorate
of Education from Bethel University
in St. Paul, Minnesota.
“There is an adage
that goes ‘we all have
a story and we long
for someone to listen
to it.’ That is true.
I would add ‘…and
some stories really
must be heard.’ This
is such a story….”
(Steven E. Koop, MD;
author of We Hold
This Treasure)

Jenny Hill, who received WCCO’s
Excellent Educator Award last
fall, has now released her first
book. Jenny’s book, Walking With
Tension, is a memoir of her journey
growing up with cerebral palsy.
Jenny is a SCSU Information Media
Department graduate who is now
working as a library media specialist
at St. Michael Elementary School.
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Jenny loves drinking strong coffee,
reading good books, and savoring
deep thoughts. You can follow her
blog at walkingwithtension.com.
Jenny lives in central Minnesota
and is a member of Church of the
Open Door. Walking with Tension is
her first book. Walking With Tension
is available at amazon.com in
paperback and Kindle editions.

Retiring and “Turning it
over to the Young’uns”
Karen Thoms joined SCSU in 1987 in
the Business Ed./Office Administration
Department. Following the elimination of
that department, Karen was reassigned to
Learning Resource Services and started
teaching for the IM Department. She has
taught numerous courses for IM during
her years at SCSU. She’s hanging up
her PowerPoint presentations, the D2L
components of courses, and the laser
pointer, and turning things over to “those
young’uns” now teaching. She retires on
May 11, the last day of Spring semester.
Does Karen plan on sitting in a rocking
chair, petting her cat and watching
television? Not on your life! She has piles
of books which she bought but has not yet
had time to read. You guessed it! She’s
going to curl up with those books and put
in some serious reading time. Also, there’s
one state, Hawaii, she has not yet visited,
so that’s on her agenda, too. “I do have a

Charlotte
Murphy is
the Interim
Office and
Administrative Specialist for Information Media
Department and Human Relations & Multicultural
Education. She was born in St. Cloud and has
lived in the area all her life. Charlotte attended and
graduated from St. Cloud Technical High School.
The hobbies she enjoys most are quilting, running,
and reading. She has a wonderful husband named
Steve, and three children: Christopher, Kallen, and
Alaina. When Charlotte and her family are at their
cabin up north, they enjoy swimming, fishing, and
long bike rides. Recently her family enjoyed visiting
Florida and Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming.

bucket list: reading
books, completing
a needlepoint
stocking for my
granddaughter,
traveling to
Tennessee to visit
my brother and his
family, continuing
my volunteer work
with the Central
Karen Thoms
MN Warrior to
Citizen group, and
spending quality
time with friends and family. Oh, yes, those 3 teenage
grandchildren living in Little Falls will get lots of
attention,” promises Karen.
What’s she going to miss most? “I know I’ll miss the
students. They bring the stimulation and enthusiasm
that I need to stay upbeat and interested in a variety
of things. Also, I’m going to miss the faculty and
staff with whom I have had the opportunity to work
these past oh-so-many years; they have been truly
supportive, encouraging, and helpful—not to mention
lots of fun on occasion.”
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Information Media
Summer Schedule, 2014

IM Graduate Offering Plan
2013-2017
Course

Required in
Program

F 13 S 14 SS 14 F 14 S 15 SS 15 F 15 S 16 SS 16 F 16 S 17

502
504

Summer Session I, May 19-June 27

X
X

X
X

514

X

X

I, II, III, LMS

X

X

I, II, III, IT, LMS

X

X

X

X

X

X

I

554

X

555
556

X
X

562
X

612

X

I, II, III, IT

X

X

X

I, II, III, IT, LMS

X

X

X

III, EL

X
X

X
X

X

625
626

X
X

X

632

X

X

634

X

638
646
X

680

X

682

X

X

X

X

II, LMS

X

II, LMS

X

II, LMS

X

III

10

Time

Room

260
422
522

1
1

Carlson
Carlson

3
2

5/19-6/19
5/19-6/19

MTWR
MTWR

12:30–2:30
10:00-12:00

MC 206
MC B31

445
545

1

Exploring Digital Media
Information, Technology, and
Learning for K-12 and 5-12
Education
Children’s Literature Workshop

1

6/16
6/17

M
T

9:00–4:30
8:30–3:00

Atwood

Thompson, Ma

IM
Class

Sec

404
504
404
504

1
2

414
514

1

422
522
486
586
486
586
486
586
608

2

Course Title

Instructor

Credits

Dates

Days

Time

Room

Instructional Design I

Staff

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

7:30-9:25

Staff

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

7:30-9:25

Thompson,
Me

3

7/14-8/6

MW

1:00-5:50

EB
A124

Staff

2

6/30-7/31

MTWR

10:00-11:55

1

Instructional Design I
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required
Technology Integration
Face to face class 7/14, North Branch
Education Center Room 126.
Remaining class meet through
distance technology. Some
synchronous meeting required
Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education
Seminar: Digital Photography

MC
B18
MC
B18

Anderson

1

6/27,
7/11

F

8:00-4:30

2

Seminar: Web Design

Anderson

1

F

8:00-4:30

3

Seminar: App and Game Design

Anderson

1

6/13,
6/20
8/1,
8/8

F

8:00-4:30

1

Research Methods in Media

Anderson

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

12:30-2:25

EB
A124
EB
A124
EB
A124
EB
A124
MC
B17
MC
B17
MC
B17
MC
B17

III

608

2

Research Methods in Media

Anderson

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

12:30-2:25

III, EL

612

1

Technology in the Workplace

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

7:30-9:25

612

2

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

7:30-9:25

621

1

Thompson,
Ma

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

10:00-11:55

MC
B17

621

2

Technology in the Workplace
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
Reading, Listening, & Viewing
Guidance and Selection of Resources
for Children
Reading, Listening, & Viewing
Guidance and Selection of Resources
for Children
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.

Thompson,
Me
Thompson,
Me

Thompson,
Ma

3

6/30-7/31

MTWR

10:00-11:55

MC
B17

X

III, EL

X

X

X

X

III

X

X

X

I

X

II

X

X

X

*This plan is subject to change upon student demand and available resources
18

Days

X
X

X

Dates

III

X

681

Credits

X
X

656

I, II, III

II, LMS

X
X

Instructor

II, LMS

X
X

X

Course Title

I, II, III, LMS

X

X

X

X

X

X

I, III

X
X

X

621

628

X

X

608
620

X

Sec

Summer Session II, June 30-August 8

515
545

IM
Class

19
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Information Media
Fall Schedule, 2014

Summer
Registration

Undergraduate and Undergraduate/Graduate Classes
IM
Class

Sec

Course Title

Instructor

Credits

Days

Time

260

1

Exploring Digital Media

Carlson

3

TR

11:00-12:15

MC 206

260

2

Exploring Digital Media

Anderson

3

TR

12:30-1:45

MC 206

Room

260

3

Exploring Digital Media

Anderson

3

TR

2:00-3:15

MC 206

421
521

1

Information, Technology, and Learning
for Elementary Education

Thompson,
Ma

2

MW

8:00 – 9:50

EB A124

421
521

2

Information, Technology, and Learning
for Elementary Education

Thompson,
Ma

2

MW

10:00 – 11:50

EB A124

422
522

1

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

Carlson

2

TR

9:30 – 10:45

EB A124

422
522

2

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

Thompson,
Me

2

TR

12:30 – 1:45

EB A124

422
522

3

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

Thompson,
Me

2

TR

2:00 – 3:15

EB A124

423
523

1

Information, Technology, and Learning
for Early Childhood Education

462
562

1

Design and Production of Video Media

2

Design and Production of Video Media
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.

462
562

3

T

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

Anderson

3

M

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

Anderson

3

M

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

go to school
in the cloud . . .

Registration
for Summer
Sessions
began
February 10
Register
early
because low
enrollment
courses

Fall
Registration
Registration
for Fall
Sessions
will begin
April 14.
Register
early
because low
enrollment
courses

Contact:
registrar@
stcloudstate.
edu

Graduate Only Classes
IM
Class
502

Sec

502

1

555

1

620

1

620

2

626

1

626

1

628

1

628

2

632

1

632

2

1

Course Title
Information Media: Theory, Research,
and Practice
Information Media: Theory, Research,
and Practice
Class meets online. Some
synchronous meetings required.
Design and Preparation of Multimedia
Presentations I
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
School Library Media Program

646

Instructor

Credits

Days

Time

Room

Carlson

3

W

5:00 - 7:40

MC B18

Carlson

3

W

5:00 - 7:40

MC B18

Anderson

3

W

North Branch

Thompson,
Ma

3

T

5:00-7:30

MC B17

School Library Media Program
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
Accessing and Organizing Information

Thompson,
Ma

3

T

5:00-7:30

MC B17

Staff

3

R

6:00 – 8:30

MC B18

Accessing and Organizing Information
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
Administration of Media

Staff

3

R

6:00 – 8:30

MC B18

Thompson,
Me

3

M

5:00 – 7:30

MC B17

Administration of Media
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
Training/Human Resource
Development
Training/Human Resource
Development
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.
Facilitating and Administering ELearning
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.

Thompson,
Me

3

M

5:00 – 7:30

MC B17

Carlson

3

T

6:00 – 8:30

MC B18

Carlson

3

T

6:00 – 8:30

MC B18

Anderson

3

R

6:00 – 8:40

MC B17

Graduate Intership and Practicum
IM
Class
682

20
11

Sec
1

Course Title
School Library Media Specialist
Practicum

Instructor
Thompson,
Ma

Credits
1-6

Arr.
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Graduate Only Classes

Information Media
Spring Schedule, 2015

IM
Class

Undergraduate and Undergraduate/Graduate Classes
IM
Class

Sec

260
260
260
421
521
421
521
422
522
422
522
422
522
423
523
462
562
462
562

1
2
3
1

Course Title

Instructor

Credits

Days

Time

Room

Exploring Digital Media
Exploring Digital Media
Exploring Digital Media
Information, Technology, and Learning
for Elementary Education

Carlson
Anderson
Anderson
Thompson,
Ma
Thompson,
Ma
Carlson

3
3
3
2

TR
TR
TR
MW

11:00-12:15
12:30-1:45
2:00-3:15
8:00 – 9:50

MC 206
MC 206
MC 206
EB A124

2

Information, Technology, and Learning
for Elementary Education

1

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

2

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

3

Information, Technology, and Learning
for K-12 and 5-12 Education

1

Information, Technology, and Learning
for Early Childhood Education
Design and Production of Video Media

1
2

Design and Production of Video Media
Course meets through distance
technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.

2

MW

10:00 – 11:50

EB A124

2

TR

9:30 – 10:45

EB A124

Thompson,
Me
Thompson,
Me

2

TR

12:30 – 1:45

EB A124

2

TR

2:00 – 3:15

EB A124

3

T

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

Anderson

3

M

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

Anderson

3

M

6:00 – 8:30

EB A124

Congratulations to Scholarship Recipients!

Sec

Course Title

Instructor

Credit
s

Day
s

Time

554

1

Developing Skills for Online Teaching and
Learning
Course meets through distance technology.
Some synchronous meetings required.

Thompson,
Me

3

M

5:00 – 7:40

MC B17

608

3

Research Methods in Media

Anderson

3

R

6:00 – 8:40

MC B18

608

4

Research Methods in Media
Course meets through distance technology.
Some synchronous meetings required.

Anderson

3

R

6:00 – 8:40

MC B18

625

1

Reading, Listening, Viewing Guidance and
Selection of Resources for Young Adults

Thompson,
Ma

3

T

625

2

Seminar: Reading, Listening, Viewing
Guidance and Selection of Resources for
Young Adults
Course meets through distance technology.
Some synchronous meetings required.

Thompson,
Ma

3

T

638

1

Organizational Training and Media
Management

Anderson

3

T

2

Organizational Training and Media
Management Course meets through
distance technology. Some synchronous
meetings required.

Anderson

3

T

638

5:00 – 7:30

5:00 – 7:30

6:00 – 8:30

6:00 – 8:30

Room

MC B17

MC B17

MC B18

MC B18

Graduate Intership and Practicum
IM
Class

Sec

680

1

682

1

Course Title
Internship in Media
Permission Required: Please contact the
dept. for more information
Library Media Specialist Practicum
Permission Required: Please contact the
dept. for more information

Instructor

Credit
s

Staff

2-6

Arr.

Thompson,
Ma

1-6

Arr.

Congratulations to Scholarship Recipients!
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Dr. Marcia Thompson, Megan Fritz, Jessica Nordness, Tracy Shantz, Laura Ehling, Anne Fields,
Aminata Diakite, LaDonna Larson, Diane Mulanga, Dr. Merton Thompson, Dr. Jeanne Anderson,
Mattea Decker (Not pictured: Caitlin Hines, Tiffany Miley, Abbigail Rolfes).

Bonnie Hedin Scholarship: LaDonna Larson
Carl & Marilyn Savage Scholarship: Caitlin Hites
Dennis & Ann Fields Scholarship: Diane Mulanga
Dr. Doreen Keable Scholarships: Mattea Decker, Megan Fritz,
& Tiffany Miley
Luther Brown Scholarships: Aminata Diakite, Laura Ehling,
Jessica Nordness, & Tracy Shantz
Mert & Marcia Thompson Scholarship: Abbigail Rolfes
23
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Name

Office

Phone

Email

Name

Information Media Office

EB B118

(320) 308-2062

im@stcloudstate.edu

Staff

Office

Phone

Email

EB B118

(320) 308-3124

cdmurphy@stcloudstate.edu

Angie
Yanke

EB A127

(320) 308-3832

ctc@stcloudstate.edu

Diane
Mulanga

EB A120D

(320) 308-4193

imga5@stcloudstate.edu

LaDonna
Larson

EB A120D

(320) 308-4193

imga2@stcloudstate.edu

Aminata
Diakite

EB A120D

(320) 308-4193

imga3@stcloudstate.edu

Faculty
Chair:
Mert
Thompson

Charlotte
Murphy
EB A142

(320) 308-4775

methompson@stcloudstate.edu

Graduate Assistants
Jeanne
Anderson
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EB A143

(320) 308-4823

jeanne@stcloudstate.edu

Kristen
Carlson

EB A141

Yun
Jeong
Park

EB A150

(320) 308-3549

ypark@stcloudstate.edu

Marcia
Thompson

EB A144

(320) 308-2120

mthompson@stcloudstate.edu

(320) 308-5375

kmcarlson@stcloudstate.edu
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Upcoming Events
• ASTD 2014 International Conference & Exposition

May 4 - 7, 2014, Washington, D.C.
http://www.astdconference.org/index.cfm?do=cnt.page&pg=1000&a=1

• Commencement for SCSU School of Education
May 11, 2014, St. Cloud, MN

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/events/event.asp?eventID=16717&scheduleID=194209

• SCSU Summer Session I
June 30, 2014, St. Cloud, MN

• Children’s Literature Workshop

June 16 - 17, 2014, St. Cloud, MN
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/continuingstudies/ceo/offerings/CLW.asp

The Information Media Department faculty and staff
welcome news of events, issues, and current and
former students. To forward news items or change of
address information, please contact:
Information Media Department
Education Building, Room B118
St. Cloud State University
720 4th Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498
Telephone: 1-320-308-2062
e-mail: imga4@stcloudstate.edu

• International Society for Technology in Education Conference
June 28 - July 1, 2014, Atlanta, GA
https://www.isteconference.org/2014/

• SCSU Summer Session II
June 30, 2014, St. Cloud, MN

• iPad Palooza

(organized by TIES)

July 30, 2014, St. Paul, MN
http://memotech.ning.com/events/ipad-palooza

• MN eLearning Summit

(organized by MN Learning Commons)

If you would like to read
previous issues of the
Information Media Newsletter,
please go to:
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/im/
news/default.asp

July 30 - 31, 2014, Roseville, MN
http://memotech.ning.com/events/mn-elearning-summit

Information Media News is published semi-annually
by the Information Media Department, St. Cloud State
University, St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498.
The opinions expressed within this newsletter reflect
official positions of neither SCSU administrators nor
faculty. Newsletter staff would like to thank each
individual who contributed to this publication.
Co-editors:
Aminata Diakite, imga3@stcloudstate.edu,
LaDonna Larson, imga2@stcloudstate.edu, and
Diane Mulanga, imga5@stcloudstate.edu;
Dr. Merton Thompson, Faculty Advisor, e-mail:
methompson@stcloudstate.edu

• Minnesota Educational Media Organization
(MEMO) Conference (soon to be “ITEM”)
October 2 - 4, 2014, St. Cloud, MN

http://memotech.ning.com/events/memo-2014-save-the-date
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